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from Islam

BY RUTH GLEDHILL, RELIGION CORRESPONDENT
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_ L e e ,,....._.........ii Bt a1 _#% | THE Prince of Wales yester- and academics. He told the

AR ““”?@ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ“ L Pt S et G e o -+ g | day condemned modern mate-  conference that British schools
f?ﬁ; 5 ;h? :i»--* o i RU G MR B : l rialism and made a passionate  should have more Muslim
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S plea for the West to learn from  teachers, and encouraged the

Aol 1;&5*‘ [slam. exchange of teachers to help
| SOl Calling for a renewed “sense  establish new links.
R RS of the sacred”, the Prince, a “Lverywhere in the world,

practising  Anglican, said people are seemingly wanting
there had been a “loss of to learn English. But in the

meaning” in Western society West, in turn, we need to be
and cited traditional Islamic taught by Islamic teachers
culture as an example of how how to learn once again with
spirituality can be integrated our hearts, as well as our
with modernity. heads.”

| Addressing a private meet- Health, education, architec-
ing of 70 academics, business- ture and the environment

men, religious leaders and would particularly benefit, he
civil servants at Wilton Park,
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!. FrROM PHILIP WEBSTER AND CHARLES BREMNER IN DUBLIN
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E EUROPE took two important single currency. The Chancellor failure to agree could damage
strides towards the creation of the  echoed this view: “I, too, am not at  prospects for the introduction of
single currency yesterday after all sure that we'll make January 1, the euro and give heart to those
| Germany and France resolved 1999. Getting all these details right who did not want it to happen. The
| their long-running dispute over matters far more than some tech- outstanding issues went to the
the rules of monetary union and nical timetable.” leaders to resolve and at 4pm a
; millions of Europeans were given Mr Major rushed from the deal was announced. Herr Kohl
% their first glimpse of the euro summit after his speech to appear appeared to have made the bigger - i T ; SRR
Z banknotes that will enter their at speedily arranged press confer- concession, accepting the de- r-“" ol ' #E SeRARE o i
pockets in 2002. ence at which he set out the tough  mands of the French, backed by F7 27 5 ”ﬁm e
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However John Major and line he had taken On some 1Ssues

Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, united to voice

doubts about the ability of even the
keenest countries to reach the 1999

being discussed in the inter-
governmental conference on the
future of Europe. He made plain
that he had opposed any extension

Britain and most of the other
leaders, for ministers to be in-
volved in the judgments about
levying fines. M Chirac in turn
raised the threshold beyond which

; 7 . . et ; k:
. - X - I . ' Ll . Iy [ oY o -
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.:w;w TRy S ey ... ¢ | Sussex, a Foreign Office con-
u. - . Mol " L LI i N A Tl L T n e Bt e AR s v Tk BT 4
i-hf"'*~ 'y %&m i M o s e e T Ay s T L ATy IR R -3 ?
u Fa . - L - ' e - s om - . gt et . - e
3 . l.' ~ Th .'..l-' - e ¥ 1-‘1 .. ' _I ] a -_" o ':.J -l ':.' X ' - . - N , . .-l-'. . .
ﬁ i 1A A L) e . -

ference centre, he said: “Mod-
ern materialism, in my
humble opinion, is unbal-
anced and increasingly dam-
aging in 1its long-term

target date. The Prime Minister of majority voting and demanded countries would be automatically
admitted that there would be a an exemption for Britain from the exempted from paying fines.
huge effort todo sobuthewas very  48-hour week. Mr Clarke welcomed the stabil-
“dubious” over whether it was He also voiced his strongest ity pact deal, saying that, irrespec-
possible. words of caution against the tive of whether Britain went into a
Helmut Kohl, the German Franco-German plans to bypass single currency, it was right that it

Chancellor, and President Chirac  reluctant states. While Britain had should be run on the basis of
of France ended a dangerous backed a more flexible Europe, he proper financial discipline. While
deadlock by agreeing to a compro-  said, the wrong sort of flexibility, Britain backed Germany on the % o Ui B URNRIEaIE
mise brokered by the Brussels forcing those who did not wish to  need for strict rules, it supported — Ehli: <0 00 md el ¢ ey
commission for dealing with er- integrate into unwanted obliga- France in its view that the system M PO =il

rant members of the new currency tions, “would blow the European  must not be applied too rigidly or  £i:%8 &% &R = U3l

zone. The accord came as the Union apart”. without any democratic control. Ty o8] pureaan,
| European Monetary Institute, the While the appearance of the Mr Major told his news confer- . s ;?i“‘ i;,},h s N e e T
. body charged with preparing for notes was symbolic, the agreement  ences that the launch of the single i@t L ity “%‘1%«“*“ e Uiy AR ,.::,e.m’i.:’:
the single currency, unveiled Eu- on the so-called stability pact has currency would be the most far- & S s apisia T, o B v i

consequences. Science has
tried to assume a monopoly,
egven a ftyranny, over our
understanding. We are only
now beginning to gauge the
disastrous results of this
outlook.”

The outcome was a failure
to understand tradition. “In-
deed, tradition is positively
discriminated against, as if it
was some soclally unaccept-

| able disease.” sald. Medicine “remains too
The “sombre and horrify- often one-dimensional” in its
| Ing” consequences of separat- approach. “Hospitals need to
Ing science from ethical, moral  be conceived and, above all,
and sacred considerations had  designed to reflect wholeness
| resulted in episodes such as of healing if they are to help
BSE, he said. the process of recovery In
Although the Prince first . more complete way,” the
expressed his sympathies with  Prince said.
Islam in a speech at Oxford in Dr Farhan Nizami, director
1993, yesterday’s address was of the Oxford Centre for
his strongest statement on the Islamic Studies, said: “It is a
relationship between Islam plea that must and should be
| and the West. welcomed equally by Muslims
The Prince takes regular as well as by westerners.”
advice on Islamic issues from - ——
a group of 12 religious leaders
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The Prince yesterday
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rope’s multi-coloured banknotesof  cleared a big hurdle on theroad to  reaching decision the EU had [ ' f#dsA% "ﬁ'f}“v 2
the future. monetary union and its starting taken. The United Kingdom ex- {im: C-ioaflo 2 s R ol il o
- Mr Major, In spite of Britain’s date, reaffirmed yesterday. Fi- pected to meet the Maastricht
| current opt-out on monetary nanceministers had spentmuchof criteria but would continue to
| union, entered his own reserva- the night trying to resolve the gap exercise its opt-out because “too
tions. He suggested that the space between Bonn’s demands for much of what we need to know is
; allowed for the national symbol tough automatic penalties for still a mystery”.
| was not large enough. Herr Kohl, high-spending members of the
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The Prime Minister denied that & . : . B Tt G o “ LB e Rt NG o
by contrast, was said to have future currency and the wishes of he had been treated at the summit & -+ ..o 0 o o i *"‘ T s "_""W ""-"5- T
squealed with delight. therestof Europe toleave roomfor as a “lame duck” because he had To e | TR Tt p SNy

“Unless the economics are right  a political judgment by ministers.  lost his parliamentary majority.
people will shy away from Janu- The Irish Finance Minister,

ary 1, 1999,” Mr Major said of the Ruairi Quinn, warned his col-
reaffirmed starting date for a leagues during the night that
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Kohl backs down, page 2
Leading article, page 19
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Prince’s speech, page I8
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1 carat diamond rings

from Boodles...

Mounted in platihum, all certificated
fine quali’cy H colour vs2 clarit'y
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The Times hit a new

record of 861,931 Ilast
month.

Sales of The Times
have now risen by more
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PLAY it safe, was the order given to  the cry went up. The background
than 500,000 since au- the designers of the banknotes for maps on the multi-coloured notes,
tumn 1993 when the aver- the euro, Europe’s future single designed by Robert Kaliena of the
: age sale was 354,280. | currency, which were released with  Austrian central bank, had taken
Telegraph dispute.........2 great fanfare in Dublin yesterday. liberties with geography, inflating

UN The winning entry, a tasteful the Aegean sea, neglecting islands
post

L l" .:‘

e o X
A e
o
e

£4,200

4
r g
.J:‘."f“

:-'. ~

assemblage of windows, bridgesand  from Shetland to Greece, and excis-

gateways through the ages, fitted the  ing Turkey, an eager EU wannabe.
| Koft Annan, of Ghana, euro-sensitive bill impeccably. The Alexandre Lamfalussy, president

won unanimous support back of each note depicts a bridgein  of the European Monetary Institute

as the next United Na- the style of the seven ages of (EMI), the authority responsible for
tions Secretary-General European culture — Classical, Ro- producing the money, cleared his
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after France dropped its
threat to veto his

appointment...... Page 13

Holiday job
Jules Hurry, involved in

an attempt to rig a Radio
4 Today contest in favour

of Tony Blair, is a civil-

servant on unpaid leave
of absence to care for her
sick husband .......Page 4

Chartered accountancy
exam results ........... 35-37

manesque, Gothic, Renaissance, Ba-
roque and Rococo, the age of iron

and glass, and 20th century
architecture.

A personality will probably fea-
ture on many of the notes since a
space has been left for a national
motif, which in Britain’s case would
probably be the monarch. The seven
notes are gender-neutral, with no
wildlife or person, and the generic
edifices can not be traced to any
place or race.

But first the Greeks and then the

Finns got out their magnifying
glasses. “What about our islands?”

throat. “These are sketches. The
winning designer will spend six
months on producing a final design.
Part of his duty is to make sure the
geography is OK,” he said.

The Greeks, whose economy is
nowhere near to qualifying for the
single currency, were reminded that
they had won the battle to get their
language on to the notes, which
feature “euro” in Roman and Greek
letters.

John Major said he had not
studied the designs but added: “I
have had time to note that Cyprus,

Continued on page 2, col 5
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— Just 11% bother to vote

The Times on the Internet

http:/ /www.the-times.co.uk | LABOUR held a European Parlia- turnout was 32.7 per cent, falling to.

_ | ment seat yesterday with the lowest  28.3 per cent in 1984. In 1989, 35.3 per
turnout In a parliamentary election cent of the electorate voted but the
since 1942 (Jill Sherman writes). - figure dropped again to 26.2 per cent

' 50 Richard Corbett won Merseyside in 1994, when the lowest turnouts
- West with 54 per cent of the vote after
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/ were in the two Merseyside seats.
1.4 per cent of the constituency’s In 1942 only 9.3 per cent of the
515,549 voters turned out. It took only  electorate turned out for a by-

90 minutes to count the votes at the = election in staunchly Labour Poplar

- Everton Park sports centre. South, in London’s docklands. Many
In 1979, the first year of European residents ' had been evacuated or _ - b
Parliament elections, the national were in the Forces. | oSt e s L el
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